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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xiii. 34. 
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From the Universalist Magazine, page 158. 
TO THE EDITOR, 

DEAR SiR, 

In reply to your arguments on page 
139th, the following is submitted : 

Your first objection to my interpre- 
tation of the passage in Ezekiel 16th 
is, that it makes the passage unparal- 
leled. Now, sir, if this were the case, 
it would not destroy the exposition.— 
Are there not many things pertaining 
to our Savour’s life and miracles, which 
are mentioned by only one of the Evan- 
gelists though they were all eye wit- 
nesses of the scene? And will you re- 
fuse to give credence to their testimony, 
because one has recorded what the 
others have omitted? I think you will 
not. But perhaps you will say, that 
ihe circumstances which are mentioned 
by one only, are of miner consequence, 
and this accounts for their omission by 
the rest. Be itso. But what can be 
of greater importance than Christ’s re- 
signation of his kingdom to the Father? 
This is of the first moment, but still it 
is mentioned by none of the sacred 
writers, but St. Paul, and by him only 
once,—See 1 Cor. xv. 24-28. Now 
shall we reject this passage, because it 
stands alone? ‘This you will not pre- 
tend. But still your argument w gi 
disprove the application of this text. 
much as it disproves the one in ve. 
kiel. But is it a fact that the passage 
in Ezckiel does stand alone, on the ap- 
plication I have given? So far as it 
relates to the Jews, it is believed that 
(Mat. xxiii. 39) is a parallel text. In 
this ‘passage, we find that our Saviour 
speaks of the recovery of the whole 
Jewish nation: Instead of confining 
this promise to the city, he includes 
those who had 4illed the prophets, and 
stoned them, in the number who should 
hail him blessed. See verse 37. But 
where has the passage 1n question, its 
parallel on your interpretation? I 
know of no text which speaks of the re- 
building of Sodom, Now it appears to 
me that your argument goes against 


your application as much as against 
mine. 

In your second objection, you quote 
the three first verses of the chapter ; 
where it is said, “* Thy father was an 
Amorite and thy mother a Hittite.” 
From this you infer that the prophet 
must have been speaking of the c?ty, 
and not of the inhabitants ; for they 
were decendants of Abraham. Now, 
sir, I think if any person “ will begin 
the chapter and read with caution the 
whole of what the prophet has said re- 
lative to the subject,” he will discover 
that Ezekiel was speaking of the 7n- 
habitants, and will perceive also in 
what sense it was said of them, * Thy 
father was an Amorite and thy mother 
a Hittite.’ The Jews are accused in 
this chapter of committing whoredom 
with the heathen. Verse 26, *“ Thou 
hast also committed fornication with 
the Egyptians.’ Verse 28, “ Thou 
hast played the whore also, with the 
Assyrians.” Verse 29, * Thou hast 
moreover, multiplied thy fornication in 
the /and of Canaan unto Chaldea.”— 
Now if the Jews had thus played the 
harlot in Egypt, Assyria, Canaan and 
Chaldea, we see the greatest propriety 
in saying, their dzrth and nativity were 
of the land of Canaan; their father 
was an Amorite,’ &c. without their be- 
s|ing the litteral children of the Amo- 
rites. It also appears that the declara- 
tion, *“ thy father was an Amorite,” &c. 
was founded on this adulterous inter- 
course, from the very passage you have 
cited. For this declaration was made 
to convince them of their abominations. 
See verses, 2, 3.—Would it cause the 
inhabitants to know their abominations, 
to tell them that their c?ty was of Gen- 
tile descent! The 44th 45th verses | 
are clear upon the point. ‘ Behold, | 
every one that useth proverbs, shall use | 
this proverb against thee, saying: As 
is the mother, so is her daughter. Thou 
art thy mother’ s daughter that loathed 
her husband and children; and thou 
art the sister of thy sisters, which !oath- 








ed their husbands and their children; 


your mother was an Hittite, and your 
father an Amorite.” It appears evident 
that this parentage was mentioned in 
consequence of their lewd conduct.— 
The above is considered a sufficient an- 
swer to your second objection, and ap- 
pears to supercede the third. 

In your fourth objection, you ask, * if 
the prophet were speaking of the inhab- 
itants of those cities, what did he mean 
by their respective daughters ? 2? You 
then tell us the small surrounding ci- 
ties are the daughters alluded to.—If 
this were granted, it would not oppose 
my application. 
Sodom be the inhabitants of the cities 
of the plain, which were destroyed, 
when Sodom was swallowed up, then 
when the inhabitants of Sodom are re- 
stored, her daughters, that is, the in- 
habitants of the surrounding cities will 
be restored likewise. 

Your Sifth argument, alleged to dis- 
prove my views of the passage, 1s, that 
it must take place in this world because 
Sodom and Samaria are to be given to 
Jerusalem for daughters. I conceive, 
my dear sir, that Sodom can be given 
to the Jews in a future state, without 
involving any absurdity. Ihe covenant 
of promise was made with the Jews, 
and the Gentiles can be made fellow- 
heirs with them, at one time as well as 
at another. ‘he Lord will give Sodom 
to Jerusalem by Ais covenant. See verses 
61, 62. What was God’s covenant with 
the Jewish nation?) Answer—That all 
nations shall be blessed in the seed of 
Abraham, which is Christ. The Sodo- 
mites were not blessed in Christ in this 
world, for they were destroyed utterly 
long before the event. Consequently 
they must be blessed in a future. In 








this sense they are daughters. ‘hey 
become children and heirs of the Jews, 
that is, they inherit the promise made 
to the Jews, in the same manner that 
legitimate children inherit the estates of 
their parents. 

You conclude by making some re- 
marks upon Matt. x. 15; because our 
Saviour says, ‘“* it shall be more tolera- 
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ble for the /and of Sodom,” you infer 
that he must have been speaking of the 
city, and not of the inhabitants! Let 
us apply such reasoning to other por- 
.tions of scripture. Isaiah lii. 10, ** All 
the ends of the earth shall see the sal- 
vation of our God.” We will now ap- 
ply your logic to this passage. If the 
prophet meant to speak of the human 
family, why did he say any thing about 
the earth, especially its ends? Do you 
not apply this text to the whole human 
kind? and does not your argument de- 
feat such an application. It certainly 
does. I think that Jesus was speaking 
of the ancient inhabitants of Sodom, 
and not of the city itself. He was un- 
derstood in this sense by St. Mark and 
St. Luke, who, in recording the pas- 
sage say, “‘ it shall be more tolerable 
for Sodom,” and not for the land. See 
Mark vi. 11. Luke x 

Thus, sir, have I gone through with 
your arguments, and the reader may 
judge whether they are not sufficiently 
removed. For myself, I still believe 
that the subjects of the restoration men- 
tioned in Ezekiel, are the ‘* inhabitants 
of Sodom, who were destroyed be fire 
from heaven.” 

In writing the above, I have endea- 
voured to avoid all personal reflections, 
and every insinuation which would not 


comport with Christian charity. If 


this controversy be protracted, I flatter 
myself that it will be carried on with 
candour and brotherly affection. 


Yours nesteem, 
DAMON. 


REPLY. 

I do not think, that because all the 
evangelists did not alike mention every 
miracle which Jesus wrought, their ge- 
neral testimony is thereby even weak- 
ened ; but if it had been so, that no two 
of them had in any case mentioned the 
same event, I am much inclined to be- 
lieve, that this consideration would, 
not only have rendered their testimony 
doubtful, but, under all circumstances, 
incredible. This I suppose, triend Da- 
mon, comes much nigher a similar case 
with my first reason, than the one which 
you have stated. But you appear to 
write with more confidence when you 
mention Christ’s resignation of his king- 
dom to the Father, an event, which you 
say is mentioned by none of the sacred 

writers, except St. Paul, and by him 
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but once. But, dear sir, there is one 
very essential fact respecting this sub- 
ject, which had you duly considered, I 
believe you would not have adverted 
to it for the purpose which you did It 
is this ; The current testimony of scrip- 
ture which treats on the great subject 
of the Saviour’s mission, gives us to 
understand that all the power which he 
exercised in that mission, was given 
him of his Father for a certain purpose. 
This you and every one acquainted 
with the scriptures will allow. Then 
it follows, of course, that in all this cur- 
rent testimony this final resignation is 
implied. When it is understood, that 
power is given to any agent for the ac- 
complishment of any definite object, it 
is always understood, that when this 
object is accomplished, the power de- 
legated for this purpose reverts to the 
original authority from whence it was 
derived. Now, sir, in order to make 
your argument consistent, please to 
proceed to acquaint us with such a con- 
catenated cloud of testimony, running 
through the scriptures, which defines 
the subject of your argument, as is most 
evident in supprt of a fact which you 
would make parallel with it. 

You say that the subject of Christ’s 
delivering up the kingdom to the Fa- 
ther is “‘ of the first moment.” But 
permit me to ask why itis so! Is it 
of greater moment than that he should 
finally accomplish the work for which 
he received his kingdom? Or is it a 
point of doctrine as necessary for the 
christian to understand, as the doctrine 
of the resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead?) Qn reflection, I think you will 
agree with me, that it ‘would tend much 
more to destroy the whole christian su- 
perstructer to disbelieve the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus, than not to have a clear 
understanding of Christ’s delivering up 
the kingdom tothe Father. And [ al- 
so believe that your candour will lead 
you to agree with me, that the scrip- 
tures, generally, are most explicit on 
those subjects which it 1s most neces- 
sary for people to understand, and 
which are of the greatest moment to 
mankind ; I think I need not labour to 
prove the correctness of these ideas ; 
they are too evident to need such la- 
bour. But here let me turn to the sub- 
ject of your argument, which is the 
work of reconciliation carried on ina 
future state of existence. Now my ac- 





quaintance with the scriptures leads me 
to think that there is much said in them 
concerning the work of reconciling men 
to God, by gospel means, in this world ; 

but I must confess that I find nothing 
in them of this work in a future state. 
But, to my apprehension, allowing your 
subject to be reality, it must be consi- 
dered of vastly greater moment than 
the little which has ever yet been done 
in the present world. If I understand 
the nature and extent of your subject, 
it supposes that all the nations of the 
earth, through all past generations of 
man, except the few who have been 
brought to a state of reconciliation in 
this life, have existed in a state of un- 
reconciliation in the spiritual world from 
the time of their returning to the dust 
until now ; and that a ministry of re- 
conciliation is to be instituted in that 
state for the purpose of reconciling 
them. I have not been particular in 
the above complexion of your subject, 
but have given its general features, as 
they appear to me. Now if this be a 
fact, is it not also a fact that the minis- 
try of reconciliation in a future state, is 
designed tor the reconciliation of a 
thousand, at least where the ministry of 
reconciliation in this world effects the 
reconciliation of one? And if so, 
should we not expect to find the work 
of the ministry in the future world 
spoken of more largely than the minis- 
try in this? Bat is any thing like this 
the case? 
Ezekiel will bear a construction fa- 
vourable to your ideas, and have sug- 


gested also that the words of Christ to — 


Jerusalem, recorded in Matt, 23d—fa- 
vour the same opinion. Let liberality 


allow you all this; but would these ¢ 


doubtful passages be sufficient to sub- 


stantiate a doctrine involving such an. 


immense variety of subject? I can 
hardly believe thata candid mind, after 
reflection and due inquiry, can be sa- 
tisfied in the affirmative. 

I deem it unnecessary to notice all 
you have said, distinctly, point by point, 
but permit me to observe, that all which 
you have satd to make it appear that 
the prophet did not address the City of 
Jerusalem, but the inhabitants falls en- 
tirely short of conviction in my mind. 
I grant that the prophet spake of the 
abominations which the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem had committed, but he did 
not mean to distinguish the inhabitants 
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then in the city, from the generations 
which had occupied it in past ages; 
and therefore infer that he confined 
himself to the character of the city, and 
made it the subject of his prophecy.— 
Look, sir, at what you have quoted, of 
the prophet’s words: *“ Thou art thy 
mother’s daughter.” Does this sound 
like langeage spoken to a multitude of 
people?) Why the singular numter ? 
Again, “ Thou art the sister of thy 
sisters.” Why the singular number? 
Why does the prophet speak in the sin- 
gular number when he speaks of Jeru- 
salem, but in the plural when he refers 
to other cities? The matter is all plain ; 
the prophet was speaking of the City 
of Jerusalem, and of the cities of Sodom 
and Samaria. - 

Pardon me, my brother, if I ask you 
whether you think that the old inhabi- 
tants of Sodom, as they now exist in 
the spiritual world, are called Sodom? 
and the old inhabitants of Samaria, as 
they now exist in the spiritual world, 
are called Samaria? This, I think, vou 
must believe, in order to be consistent. 
And furthermore, I think you must be- 
lieve, that the old inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, as they now exist in the spi- 
ritual world, are called Jerusalem.— 
Why not Sodomites, Samaritans, and 
Jews? 

I will mention one more particular, 
and close for the present. Where you 
attempt to show why it should be inti- 
mated, that in a future state Sodom 
and her daughters, and Samaria and 
her daughters should be given to Jeru- 
salem for daughters, you have given 
reason to believe that you had entirely 
forgotten that the Samaritans were of 
the family of Abraham to whom the 
promise of the covenant was made. 


——— 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


Now unto Him that is ad/e to do ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we 
can ask or think, &c. unto him be glory, 
&c. Eph. iii. 20. Reader, how much 
can you asf, and think ? Can you ask 
for the happiness of a// men in heaven ? 
Can you think that it is possible for 
God to save a// men from their sins, 
te in them,) and make them happy ? 

0d “is able to do exceeding abundant- 
ly above all this.” What do you think? 
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When the apostle says, that “ God is 
able to do,”’ &c. does he mean that ** God 
cannot,” except man will condescend to 
let him? What do you think? We 
think, that God’s goodness is egua/ to 
his power, and His wisdom is equal to 
his goodness, and that He will do all 
that He has promised? What do you 
think ? 
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Philadelphia, Saturday, May 5, 1821. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 
(Review of No. 3, Continued.) 


Article 6. ‘¢ On the Duration of Fu- 
ture Punishment."—By Dr. Wylie.— 
In this article, Dr. Wylie continues his 
arguments against the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation ; but his more immedi- 
ate purpose is to establish the Calvinis- 
tic doctrine of “ the election,” or, in 
other words, ‘“‘ that Jesus Christ died 
for a select number, and not for the 
whole of mankind:” For, says Dr. 
Wylie, (page 122,) “* We admit, with- 
out any hesitation, that if the atonement 
made by our Lord, embraced every sin- 
ner, by it, every sinner, either has been, 
or will be infallibly saved. The debt, 
in that case, has been paid: Justice Has 
been satisfied. It has no farther de- 
mands against the sinner. All his suf- 
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The main pillars upon which Dr. 
Wylie rests his doctrine of a limited 
salvation, are, First—The scriptural ex- 
pressions of ** The Elect”’—* Election,” 
and corresponding terms. Secondly— 
Christ’s praying, ** not for the world ;” 
and, Thirdly—The declarations in the 
scriptures, that the sin against the Holy 
Ghost shall not be pardoned, in cither 
“‘ this world, or the world to come.”— 
If, now, we are able to overthrow these 
main supports, as far as they relate to 
the doctrine attempted to be founded 
upon them, it must of necessity fall to 
the ground with them; and this we 
shall attempt to do, under the following 
heads. 

ist. Of “ the Elect,” “ Election,” &c. 
—That the doctrine of election is clear- 
ly and explicitly taught by the scrip- 
tures, cannot, we conceive, be doubted 
by any one who has carefully studied 
the sacred volumes ;—the election how- 
ever, there spoken of, is by no means 
that arbitrary selection of one, by our 








ferings are disciplinary and medicinal. | 
Justice would blush at his enduring, | 
either here, or hereafter, the smallest | 
evil of a punitory or penal nature. 
This would be equivalent to the de- 
mand of double payment of the same 
debt. But, if Jesus was wounded for 
our transgressions, and bruised for our 





iniguities ; if himself bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree, that we be- 
ing dead to sin might live unto righte- 
ousness, and be healed by his stripes, 
it would be the most flagrant injustice 
to distrain the insolvent, for the debt 





already paid by the surety!” ‘ Shall] 
not the Judge of all the earth do right?” | 
‘‘Is there unrighteousness with God?) 


God forbid !” * 


* We request Dr. Wylie, if he really wish- 
es to be convinced on this subject, to take his 
and he 


bible, and turn first to Isaiah liii. 5. 





Will he do it? 





‘““ He was wounded for our 


will there read. 


heavenly father, to life and happiness, 
to the utter exclusion of his brethren, 
as is taught by so many of those who 
profess Christianity. In our review of 
the second number of this Magazine, 
we have fully shown, that God cannot 


transgressions, he was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties: the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him ; and with his stripes we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquities of us all.” 
Then let him turn to i. Peter ii. 24. ** whohis 
own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead to sin, should live 
unto righteousness ; by whose stripes we are 
healed’’—and let him compare these testimo- 
nies with those of Isai. xxv. 6—8; xlv. 21— 
25; xlix. 6—John i. 29. Romans v. 6—21, 
ii Corinth v. 14, 15; Ephes 1—10. Phillip, 
ii. 5—11; Collos, i. 15—20; i. Timothy ii. 1 
—8; iv. 9—11; Heb ii. 9; 1 John iv. 14. 
and he will find, that Christ really did bear 
the sins, die for, and ransom, * all”—** all 
men”’—** all people’’—“ the world” —* every 
man”—* the ends of the earth”—* the whole 
world”—* every knee”—*“* every tongue”— 
‘all that have sinned’’—* all that are in- 
censed against God”—*“ every thing in Hea- 
ven, in the earth, under the earth, and every 
thing in the sea.” Consequently making use 
of Dr. W’s. own words “it would be flagrant 
injustice to distrain the insolvent for the debt 
already paid by the surety.”’ ‘The conclusion 
the Dr. makes is therefore evident “* the suf- 
ferings which mankind shall undergo, are dis- 
ciplinary, medicinal anc limited * and this he 
must extend to all mankind, unless he de- 
signs to deny the word of God, or to recall 
the declaration which he has coolly and pre- 
meditately published to the world as truth ; 
viz. that if the atonement of Clirist included 
every sinner, ‘ all will infallibly be saved." 
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act towards his children in any manner, his law. Thus saith God, the Lord,; might be made one with God and _ 
inconsistent with that eternal and im-| he that created the heavens, and stretch-} Christ, even as the Father and Son are Pub 
mutable principle of mercy, which we|ed them out,—he that spread forth the | one.—The above, and they alone, were pune. 
are assured constitutes one of his attri-| earth, and that which cometh out of it;| those who were embraced in the prayer — VO! 
‘butes, in relation to all his creatures,|he that giveth bread unto the people |of our Saviour.—He prayed ‘“ not for “iy 
without distinction: So that, even in| upon it, and fe to them that walk there- | the world,” for, in the wise but merci- — 
his election of some to an immediate|in: I the Lord have called thee in|ful counsel of God, it was ordained 
entrance into * the kingdom of God,” | righteousnes, and will hold thine hand,| that strangers should “ sit down with 
while others are left in a state of blind-j| and will keep thee, and give thee for a} Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
ness and unbelief, it is designed in in-| covenant of the people, for a light to] kingdom of heaven;” that is to say, 
finite wisdom, for. the good of all ; and,/the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes,| should enter immediately upon the bles- Si 
is one link in that chain of consequences, | to bring out the prisoners from the pri-|sings promised in the covenant made §p ist | 
by which is to be brought about, “ the}son, and them that sit in darkness out] with the Jewish fathers, while “ the — J ot 
time of the restitution of all things,| of the prison house.” Isai xliil. 1—7. | children of the kingdom should,” for a Sern 
which God hath spoken by the mouth} The Apostles were elected by our|season, “ be cast into outer darkness, — PS 
of all his holy prophets, since the world | Lord to go forth “ and teach to all na-| where there shall be weeping and gnash- B C€!V' 
began.” Acts xxi. 3. tions” the Gospel of Christ; and to] ing of teeth.”* And, consequently, to — ¢S ¥ 
Thus, when God chose Abram,|‘ baptize them in the name of the Fa-| have included in the prayer, which Je- & if th 
{saac and Jacob, it was according to}ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ;’”| sus presented at the throne of his father, here: 
his foreknowledge, that through them | (Matt. xxviii. 19.) and consequently | for the immediate sanctification of be- — ' 8! 
and their seed, a blessing—no less than|their being chosen was not to the ex-|lievers, the world also, or those who — Prea 
the Gospel of Christ, might be com-|clusion, but for the benefit of the non-| were not then to enter into the “ king- JB P!es 
municated to all mankind. “ In thy| elect. dom of heaven,” would have been an & !" S$"! 
seed” said the Lord to Abraham,| Even the election of some of the} opposition to the will and purposes of JB drun 
‘¢ shall all the nations of the Earth be} Jewish nation, while the rest were} the Almighty, and would have favour- I we 
blessed.” Gen. xxii.18. See also xxvi.| blinded and “ given over to a reprobate} ed either of hypocrisy or of rebellion this ¢ 
4—xxviil. 14. Acts iii. 35." mind,” is intended for the benefit of That, however, the world are not, that | 
In the same manner, in the election | the gentiles,* and “ for the reconciling | finally, to be lost, notwithstanding Christ ples 
of Moses, of Joshua, of Samuel, and | of the world ;”} and when this glorious | did not, in the petition referred to, pray chris: 
of the Prophets and rulers of Israel,| purpose shall be effected, then “ shall] for them, is plainly proved, by innu- — 25 ™* 
they were chosen, not to the exclusion | all Israel’’ a/so, “‘ be saved ;”+ for God} merable passages of scriptures. Psalms ly ap 
of any of the house of Israel, from pri-|‘+ hath included them all in unbelief,| xxii. 27. John i. 29.—iii, 17.~iv. 22, B that, 
vileges they otherwise might have en-;that he might have mercy on all.’’§ —vi. 33, 51.—vili. 12,—ix. 5.—xii. 47, B it 10 
joyed, but, for the advantage, and to} ‘Oh! the depths of the riches, both} Romans xi. 12, 15. 2 Corinth. v. 19. — i™*eré 
confer important benefits on the whole | of the wisdom and knowledge of God!/1 John ii. 2.—v. 14.+ From all of B prince 
of that people. —How unsearchable his judgments,| which testimony taken in connexion, it aside 
In the elevation, by a mysterious | and his ways past finding out !’’4 is evident, that Christ, in every respect and | 
Providence, of Joseph to the high sit- In short, in no one instance can it be} for which he came into the world, mi- and ‘ 
uation of “ ruler over all Egypt,” while | shown, by the testimony of divine reve-| nistered and died, in reference to asin- — '5 $4) 
his aged father, his brethren, and their | lation, that God ever eiected an indivi-| gle individual, he did so, also, for ror — YOU | 
numerous families were left to en-| dual, or set of individuals, but for ei-| wHoLE worLp, and the work he came § Dumb 
dure the famine which God afterwards | ther the immediate good of his or their} to perform; that he also finished. John by 01 
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